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<Summary of the Position> 
 

1) Rio+20 shall produce detailed and practical measures to achieve sustainable 

development and poverty eradication that are within the capacity of the ecosystem 

of the globe, considering the failures of the past 20 years. 
 

2) The Precautionary Principle and the Principle of Common but Differentiated 

Responsibilities that were agreed upon at the 1992 Rio Declaration shall be applied 

to Rio+20 as key principles. 
 

3) The adoption of a green economy shall not replace or slow down sustainable 

development, and a clear road map shall be provided for environmental and social 

sustainability in the green economy.  
 

4) The Four Rivers Project, which the Korean government has promoted through 

Rio+20 as an example of green growth, is just an empty “green” gesture. The 

expansion of nuclear power generation is also not a sustainable energy policy that 

is aligned with the green economy. 
 

5) For the monitoring of achievements in the area of sustainable development, we 

urge that a peer review system be adopted, by benchmarking the UPR system 

related to the human rights issues. 
 

6) We urge that the UN Ombudsperson / High Commissioner suggestion be adopted 

to represent the interests and rights of future generations.  
 

7) We urge that financial transaction taxes (FTT) be adopted as one of the innovative 

financing sources. 
 

8) ODA shall be implemented as a means by which developed countries can repay 

ecological debts, and developed countries shall keep their promise to provide 0.7% 

of GNP as ODA as early as possible. 
 

9) Nuclear power plants are not sustainable, and each country shall prepare laws and 

institutions to reduce energy demand, improve energy efficiency and innovatively 

increase the share of renewable energy. 

 

10) We urge that the international community’s strong commitment to responding to 

climate change, which includes an agreement for powerful reductions led by 

developed countries, shall be declared at Rio+20 so that the COP of the UNFCCC 

can produce substantial results with practical progress. 

 

 

  



[Preface] 

UNCED, which was held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, was a landmark global summit at which 

issues urgent to the survival of mankind and the environment were discussed and 

countermeasures pursued at the global level. Global leaders determined the Rio Declaration 

on Environment and Development and Agenda 21, which defined sustainable development 

integrating the environment, economy and society as a shared initiative of mankind. In 

addition, the Climate Change Convention, the Convention on Biological Diversity and the 

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification were signed. Since UNCED was held, 

the global community has made diverse efforts to achieve sustainable development for the 

past 20 years.  

Despite such efforts, we have seen the global environmental crisis worsen, and the gap 

between developing countries and developed countries and social inequality within individual 

countries has become more intensified than ever before. More notably, climate change, 

which threatens the very survival of mankind, is ongoing, and the chance for the international 

community to reach an agreement on countermeasures has become narrower. Bio diversity 

has been threatened, and the number of endangered species is growing every year. 

Desertification, which we have witnessed globally, has been uncontrollably intensified.  

In this sense, Rio+20 (UNCSD) shall be a venue for active discussions to evaluate the 

progress of the past 20 years’ implementation of the Rio Declaration on Environment and 

Development; and for practical solutions to overcome the continuously intensifying crisis 

faced by the global community. Nevertheless, the matters that have been discussed in 

relation to UNCSD do not fully reflect the reality of the global community, which has been in 

danger. It is frustrating that we cannot feel any sense that there is a true environmental crisis 

from these discussions.  

The global leaders who are attending UNCSD have failed to realize the seriousness of 

climate change, and have no awareness of how the endangering of multiple species 

threatens the survival of mankind. They also lack a clear understanding of why the global 

gap between the rich and poor is threatening the survival of mankind. Although proactive 

approaches are required to solve these issues, leaders are just exploring other countries’ 

strategies.     

The Rio+20 Committee of Korean Civil Society expects that UNCSD will produce clear and 

responsible solutions based on the precautionary principle and the principle of common but 

differentiated responsibilities, in order to overcome the global environmental crisis and 



eradicate poverty. To this end, the global community must first have a clear understanding of 

the current environmental crisis. 

 

[Green Economy in the Context of Sustainable Development and Poverty Eradication] 

The green economy is a less active idea compared to the idea of sustainable development 

selected in Rio in 1992. Sustainable development encompasses the three areas of 

environment, economy and society, and aims to achieve development considering future 

generations. Conversely, green economy neglects the issue of social equality, and by 

considering only the remaining two areas of economy and the environment, focuses on 

economic growth rather than environmental protection, and is recognized as an idea running 

counter to the trend in relation to the diverse environmental crises faced by mankind. In 

addition, the idea of green economy is too unclear to inspire confidence in the capacity to 

overcome the global environmental crisis. There are increasing concerns that the green 

economy will only widen the gap between rich countries and poor countries, and fail as a 

practical solution to eradication of poverty.  

The Korean government has promoted its green growth policies on a large scale, and 

highlighted the significance of practical approaches. However, the Four Rivers Project, which 

the Korean government has used as an example of green economy, is to the best of our 

knowledge not being operated as a green project. Rather, the policy is aligned with the grey 

economy, which has focused on construction. Furthermore, the government’s aggressive 

expansion of nuclear power, which it has promoted as an engine of green growth, is also not 

aligned with the green economy.  

The accident that occurred in a nuclear power plant in Fukushima last year, which was a 

tragic event, reaffirmed to the world that nuclear energy was not a clean, safe and economic 

energy option. Japan, which had been a global nuclear powerhouse, fully suspended its 

operation of 54 nuclear power plants, which were scattered across the world, on May 5, 

2012. Germany and Switzerland have also reached a national consensus on phased 

nuclear-free policies, and aim to close down all nuclear power plants by 2022 and 2034, 

respectively. Aside from Korea, there are only a few countries that have implemented 

policies to aggressively expand nuclear power plants in the post-Fukushima era, which 

means that the expansion of nuclear power plants is an energy policy running counter to the 

global trend. This kind of policy cannot be an energy approach for a green economy.  

 

 



[Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development] 

To achieve a harmonious integration of environmental, economic and social aspects, we 

need to strengthen international environmental governance for sustainable development. 

Numerous conventions and declarations have been made for sustainable development since 

the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development was made in 1992, but have lacked 

substantial results. One of the main reasons for this was that no system enabling the 

effective promotion of sustainable development has been in place. As UNEP’s capability is 

not powerful enough, given the significance of environmental issues, we need to bring 

institutional changes to reinforce the representation and the legitimacy of UNEP during this 

meeting.  

It is also important to reinforce the sustainable development systems of individual countries, 

while developing a system for the global implementation of sustainable development. As 

Local Agenda 21, which was established when the 1992 Rio Declaration was made, is still 

playing a meaningful role in Korea, the government needs to expand the efforts to reinforce 

the roles. In this sense, the Presidential Commission on Sustainable Development, which 

was effectively operated as a presidential committee by the previous two governments and 

was abolished by the current government, clearly signals that the Korean government’s 

sustainable development policies have been weakened. Korea, which seeks to be an 

environmental leader in the 21st century, needs to recover the Sustainable Development 

Committee and implement policies to reinforce the related organizations of each local 

government.  

 

[Framework for Action and Follow-up] 

In relation to the system for follow-up management and actions for practical implementation 

of sustainable development, the Rio+20 Committee of Korean Civil Society actively supports 

the introduction of the peer review system, which is being discussed at the meeting for 

negotiation on the UNCSD output. We urge the introduction of a system benchmarking the 

UPR system, which is organized by the United Nations Human Rights Council in relation to 

human rights issues, in the area of sustainable development. 

For the purpose of introducing the peer review system, we need to set targets enabling an 

integrated assessment of the implementation of sustainable development. In this sense, the 

Rio+20 Committee of Korean Civil Society supports the introduction of SDGs, which are 

being discussed as new goals for international development cooperation to supplement the 

MDGs after 2015. SDGs shall target all member countries of UNCSD, in addition to 



developing countries, and shall include areas that MDGs have failed to include, so as to 

serve as comprehensive indicators for monitoring and assessment of economic, social and 

environmental development. SDGs shall provide universal goals, while reflecting the unique 

circumstances of each country. We expect that the principles and the procedure for the 

development and implementation of SDGs will be discussed in detail at UNCSD, and the 

related process will be launched after UNCSD.  

Next, the Rio+20 Committee of Korean Civil Society supports the introduction of a UN 

Ombudsperson or High Commissioner who will represent the interests and rights of future 

generations as a means to supplement the limitations of national leaders, who are affected 

by the short term of their tenure.  

Last but not least, we strongly urge developed countries to keep the internationally agreed 

commitment to provide 0.7% of GNP as ODA and 0.15% to 0.20% of GNP as aids to the 

least developed countries for sustainable development and poverty eradication in developing 

countries as early as possible. In particular, ODA shall be recognized as the minimal 

requirement to repay historic and present ecological debts that developed countries owe 

future generations and developing countries at the central governmental level. The limited 

ecosystem of the globe has been destroyed, and has reached irrecoverable limits. 

Developing countries are the most affected by such conditions, while future generations will 

be most affected in the future. In this sense, developed countries should not consider ODA 

from a philanthropic perspective, nor use ODA as a means to promote national interests or 

the advancement of businesses. They need to recognize ODA as the minimum effort 

required for sustainable development that guarantees equality in terms of society, the 

environment and the economy. In addition, a measure to introduce financial transaction 

taxes(FTT), which has recently been discussed in the international community as an 

innovative funding source, shall be discussed at UNCSD in detail. In order to prevent aid 

from being degraded into a means of profit-seeking by private businesses, we need to 

develop a system enabling the practical application of international principles and standards 

to be complied with by private businesses.  

 

[Positions on Major Issues by Area] 

 

<Food Sovereignty> 

Although it is very important to discuss food sovereignty, the discussions that took place at 

UNCSD have simply repeated the ground covered by previous discussions without making 



progress related to the issues raised by the United Nations Convention on Biological 

Diversity and the United Nations Convention on Climate Change regarding agriculture, 

farmers and foods. Korea’s farmers’ organizations claim that the full-scale free trade of 

agricultural products based on neo-liberalistic ideas should be banned, and that subsidies, 

direct sales by farmers, the farm price support system, the production base and environment 

preservation system should be allowed to the extent that they do not damage foreign 

countries. Prices guaranteeing a basic livelihood for farmers shall be determined through the 

above measures, and a virtuous circle of production, distribution and consumption based on 

farmers and the production base of each country shall be developed. Looking back on the 

international food crisis of 2008, which posed a direct threat to the food security of the globe, 

the free trade driven by the WTO has not guaranteed the food sovereignty of countries, but 

only weakened poor countries’ food independence. 

In order to guarantee food sovereignty, we need to move toward ecological farming rather 

than green innovations. Green innovations achieved through the improvement of breeds, 

which has eliminated diversity, or through the abuse of chemicals and pesticides, can no 

longer be considered a solution to food shortages. Such approaches have led to the 

domination of agriculture by transnational agricultural giants, and become a fundamental 

cause of the food crisis. To achieve food sovereignty, more small-scale family farms rather 

than large agricultural businesses should be operated. In addition, ecological farming must 

be promoted, with resources management by farmers and local residents. 

 

<Water> 

Access to safe drinking water and hygiene is a human right for the maintenance of a basic 

lifestyle. It seems that the MDG for access to safe drinking water will be achieved, but 

cooperation and active efforts are required in relation to access to hygiene services, as it is 

predicted that the related goal will not be achieved given the current trend. In addition, we 

need to solve the issue of national and regional gaps in access to safe drinking water and 

hygiene services, which have not been reduced. As investments in water and hygiene have 

focused on urban areas, where commercial interests can be more easily pursued, rather 

than marginalized areas with higher needs such as agricultural and fishing villages, the gap 

between cities and rural areas has only become wider, leading to a controversy on global 

commercialization. UNCSD shall highlight access to water and hygiene services as a basic 

human right, and stress the need for the expansion of the role of the private sector.  



The goal of wastewater management shall not be limited to the reduction of pollutant 

discharges, but shall highlight the preservation of water rather than its efficient use. Water 

resources development shall be pursued within the limits of the sustainability of the water 

environment, and excessive development shall be avoided. Recycling of wastewater is a 

very important issue, but developing countries have difficulty introducing the related 

practices. Developed countries shall provide active technology support and technology 

transfer, and methods for easy access to water, including the use of rainwater, shall be 

developed and expanded. Technology support for the reduction of water pollution shall be 

oriented toward helping developing countries develop their own capability rather than 

increasing their technological dependence on developed countries. In other words, 

technology transfer or financial support shall be provided to promote the development of 

technology appropriate for the society, and the development of social competencies.  

 

<Energy> 

It is urgently necessary to solve the issue of the gap among countries and classes, both in 

the production and consumption of energy. Accordingly, we suggest that the sustainable 

energy for everyone program, suggested by the Secretary General of the United Nations, be 

confirmed and introduced as early as possible. To achieve the goal of more than doubling 

energy efficiency by 2030, we need to develop detailed implementation plans, and make 

efforts to reduce energy demands instead of simply improving efficiency.  

Each country shall develop laws and institutions to significantly increase the share of 

renewable energy. In addition, countries need to reduce their support for the growth of fossil 

fuel energy and nuclear energy, while expanding support for industry, employment, R&D and 

the social infrastructure related to renewable energy. In particular, it shall be clearly declared 

that nuclear energy cannot be considered a sustainable energy source, nor a means of 

combating climate change. With the tragic accident that occurred at a nuclear power plant in 

Fukushima in 2011, following the accidents that occurred in Three Mile Island and Chernobyl, 

it was proved once again that nuclear energy is not a clean, safe and low-cost energy source. 

The global community must make efforts for a phased close-down of nuclear power plants, 

at the global level.    

 

<Cities> 

Governments of cities must avoid development policies focused on construction and civil 

engineering, and pursue integrated policies to build sustainable cities based on low-cost, 



low-energy approaches in an integrated manner. To this end, education on sustainable 

development for public officers and citizens shall be expanded, and a system enabling the 

large-scale participation of citizens and citizens’ access to information shall be incorporated 

into the urban planning and related policy-making processes. Nine major groups, including 

women, youth, farmers, NGOs, local governments, workers and labor unions, businesses 

and industries, the science and technology sector and local residents, as defined by Agenda 

21, shall be able to participate in decision-making and implementation of the decisions for 

sustainable cities. In order to further facilitate sustainable development planning and 

implementation for cities, the system for the implementation of Agenda 21 shall be improved, 

and the institutional grounds guaranteeing long-term, consistent planning and 

implementation shall be developed. By using ICLEI as a medium, Agenda 21 shall be 

aligned with the planning and implementation of the Presidential Commission on Sustainable 

Development. The central government shall coordinate and provide overall supervision of 

policies by area, and guarantee the seamless implementation of Agenda 21 and sustainable 

urban policies.  

Leaders of a total of 45 local governments gathered together in Korea on February 13, 2012, 

and announced the Declaration for Nuclear-Free Cities and Energy Transformation. Many 

local governments have already announced their goal of building a Capital of Environment, 

City of Bicycles, Slow City, etc. and have made efforts to build sustainable cities through 

adaptation to and easing of climate change, urban agriculture, local foods, recovery of local 

communities and activation of local businesses. In addition, the localization of businesses 

shall be facilitated based on sustainable production and consumption as well as internally 

driven local development, rather than depending on the large-scaled national programs of 

the central government and external players like large enterprises. Furthermore, local 

governance and urban democracy shall be promoted, with a focus on improved quality of life 

and wellness through the promotion of ecological civil rights.  

 

<Green Jobs> 

ITUC submitted the three requirements with the top priority and 20 requirements for 

correction in February 2012 as follows, in relation to the Zero Draft released by the Rio+20 

Preparatory Committee. The labor community of Korea supports the opinion of ITUC. Three 

requirements with the top priority are as follows: First, to develop principles of the green 

economy that guarantee environmental and social development; second, to provide a 

detailed promise on the creation of green jobs from the early stage of the discussions; and 



third, to develop the institutional system for environmental justice and guarantee the 

participation of the civil society as a partner. 

20 requirements for correction are as follows: 1) cite the urgent need to change the 

unsustainable economic paradigm in the preface; 2) implement new financing plans, such as 

financial transaction taxes; 3) recognize the contributions of workers and labor unions to 

sustainable development; 4) implement principles on consistent guidance of decision-making; 

5) stress green economy not as a simple job creation plan but a plan to create quality jobs; 6) 

include ten principles of green economy of labor unions; 7) prepare the standards for 

prioritization of green economic tools, such as progressive and eco-friendly tax reforms; 8) 

promote job creation through green investments; 9) prioritize political agendas related to 

social progress and environmental protection rather than agendas related to interests; 10) 

introduce the ombudsmen system for future generations; 11) establish the international 

conference for follow-up management of the ten principles from the Rio Declaration which 

cover issues related to access to information, participation of citizens and environmental 

justice; 12) ensure public access to water and hygiene services; 13) ensure public access to 

energy; 14) support industrial safety and health; 15) support job creation in conventional 

industries; 16) ensure quality jobs are the standard; 17) promote a job creation plan through 

green investments; 18) consultation on green jobs with labor unions; 19) develop a just 

transformation strategy; and 20) facilitate welfare programs.  

 

<The Ocean and SIDS> 

In terms of research on the marine ecosystem and marine bio diversity, the Aichi Target from 

the Convention on Biological Diversity shall be met at the level of individual countries, 

regions and the globe. In addition, appropriate tools for ocean management, including the 

MPA and ocean preservation policies under CITES and IUCN, shall be clarified at each level, 

according to the results of research on marine resources and marine ecosystems. The 

functions and the services of MPAs shall be defined, and be subject to international 

agreement. The marine ecosystem, which has been in danger due to complex factors such 

as ocean acidification, climate change, overfishing and the development of coastal areas, 

including coral reef and mangrove forests, shall be protected through an internationally 

agreed and clearly defined program that goes beyond the declaration. 

Fisheries resources have rapidly decreased, and FAO has predicted that commercial fishing 

will decline. Nevertheless, overfishing continues by SIDS and in high seas. To address this 

issue, the decision-making structure shall be reorganized at the international and regional 



level, including improving the status of RFMOs, so that the interests of markets and SIDs 

can be comprehensively reflected and the goal of marine resources management and 

preservation can be achieved through democratic decision-making. In particular, an 

international agreement shall be made on the effective implementation of the SIDS 

management program for the elimination of IUU in high seas. To assess and sustainably 

manage marine resources, ecosystem assessment shall be conducted through the 

ecosystem approach, and detailed goals shall be derived for the recovery of marine 

resources.  

In order to prevent ocean disposal and marine pollution, the introduction of the global 

program suggested by UNCSD shall be clarified through an international convention (e.g. 

London Dumping Convention), and the implementation plan shall be developed according to 

previous practices and the current economic conditions of individual countries. Financial and 

technological support shall be discussed in detail so that the costs of waste treatment do not 

translate into environmental burdens on less developed countries. In addition, the plan to 

build an international network for monitoring ocean acidification, defined in Zero Draft, shall 

be further clarified and reflected in an international convention.  

SIDS, including the countries in the Pacific Ocean, are suffering increasingly serious poverty 

and climate change, which can be attributed to a number of complex factors including 

industrialization, overfishing and aid from developed countries. Inappropriate economic 

support for SIDs is seriously damaging the ecosystem and threatening cultural diversity for 

local residents. A separate discussion shall be held at the UN level in relation to the 

sustainable development of SIDS and environmental justice. A discussion shall be held to 

assess the sustainability of SIDS from the perspective of SIDS rather than that of donor 

countries.  

 

<Natural Disasters> 

As mentioned in the Zero Draft, the international community shall actively discuss the 

measures to reduce natural disasters based on the Hyogo Framework, and develop detailed 

action plans. In addition, measures for international and regional cooperation shall be 

developed to reduce natural disasters.  

Korea shall also introduce such an approach according to its domestic circumstances, and 

pursue responses in line with international trends. Affairs related to disasters shall be 

managed at the trans-departmental level, and a focus shall be put on preventive measures 

and safety policies rather than post-disaster recovery plans. The government shall actively 



implement the Hyogo Framework, and review the plan to assess progress through 

monitoring. In addition, it is also necessary for the government to operate campaigns and 

educational programs that will promote the voluntary participation of citizens; carry out SNS 

activities and promotion activities for the prevention of disasters; organize the disaster 

management committee and conduct education on disaster management at the regional 

level; operate a simulated disaster experience program for children, who are most vulnerable 

to disasters; and regularly review protection programs for seniors. Above all, the early alert 

system shall be completed at the national and local level, and the disaster management 

policies shall be further improved through UNCSD.  

 

<Climate Change>  

It is expected that climate change will critically and comprehensively affect all areas of 

society, and influence other issues such as poverty, gender, environment, discrimination and 

the environment. UNCSD recognizes this fact, but it has been less willing to address the 

issue, particularly considering its urgency. The results of COP17 were too favorable for 

developed countries, causing opposition from developing countries. It is not appropriate to 

include the positive comments on the results of COP17 in the output of UNCSD, the Future 

We Want, although the results have been criticized in developed countries. Such an action 

may be caused by concerns over breakup of the framework for multilateral cooperation, but 

it is still inappropriate, considering the seriousness of climate change and the status of 

negotiations on climate change, which have stalled. UNCSD shall announce the international 

community’s commitment to responses to climate change, including an agreement on active 

reductions led by developed countries, so that the Conference of UNFCCC Parties can 

produce improved results through UNCSD.  

The Zero Draft has included only a symbolic comment on vulnerability to climate change, 

making actual benefits uncertain. In addition, the comment that has highlighted alignment 

among policies can be discussed and introduced through the UNFCCC system. UNCSD is 

required to provide a comprehensive and detailed goal, as befits its status. For example, 

UNCSD shall document climate change as a common issue in international cooperation, and 

declare the mandated adoption of SEA. SEA is a comprehensive assessment to consider 

environmental impacts at the higher policy-making and planning stages rather than at the 

individual project operation stages in a comprehensive manner, so SEA can be an effective 

means enabling strengthened alignment with other policies and integrated approaches to 

diverse threats to sustainability. In addition to this process, an agreement for additional 



financing for responses to climate change other than existing funds for international 

cooperation shall be made, as developed countries are socially vulnerable and responses to 

climate change will place heavy burdens on them.    

 

<Land Degradation and Desertification> 

Sustainable land management can be implemented based on the existing framework 

prepared through UNCCD, which was enabled by the 1992 Rio Summit. As UNCCD focuses 

on desertification, which is the degradation of lands in dry areas, it has not been applied to 

various other forms of land degradation occurring globally. The applicability of UNCCD has 

been limited to dry areas accounting for one-third of the globe, particularly the African 

continent. We urge UNCSD to make a resolution on upgrading UNCCD into a convention 

that goes beyond desertification to cover overall land degradation, and to expand the scope 

of UNCCD from Africa to the globe, including Eurasia, in order to revise UNCCD into a 

global sustainable land management program.  

We also urge that efforts under UNCCD for sustainable land management be accelerated. 

To this end, we need to mainstream sustainable land management by accepting the 

suggestion of UNCCD that we reduce the percentage of land degradation to 0% by 2010. 

Second, we need to promote further alignment among the three Rio Conventions, including 

the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change and the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity. 

We urge that UNCSD serve as a starting point to select new initiatives and make a 

resolution on the implementation of the initiatives, including reinforcement of the existing 

efforts for alignment among three Rio conventions; building of an international network for 

knowledge and information sharing among diverse stakeholders of three Conventions; and 

promotion of research cooperation among scientific advisors for each Convention.  

  

<Mountains> 

Mountains have high value as ecological repositories maintaining bio diversity, but as was 

mentioned in the Zero Draft, mountains are very vulnerable to climate change. In addition, 

increased tourism leads to the destruction of mountains due to compaction or development. 

Accordingly, research on measures to reduce the impacts of global changes including 

climate change on mountains shall be conducted, followed by the development of a plan for 

adaptation, the improvement of institutions, and fundraising based on the research results. 

Furthermore, an international standard for effective preservation of the forest ecosystem 



against the growth of tourism and pressures from development shall be developed, on which 

basis each country will develop methods and grounds for effective preservation of their own 

forest ecosystems. More notably, the designation and management of sanctuaries is 

recognized as a key measure for biodiversity management, for the purposes of preservation 

of mountains, preservation of habitats and space management. We need to create and 

manage a Red List of endangered species, and designate and preserve mountains with high 

preservation value based on the international standard, similar to Ramsar wetlands 

designated for protection of wetlands.  

Last but not least, in exploiting forest resources, a plantation shall be used for the production 

of lumber, and an international guideline shall be provided so that the ideas of eco-tourism 

and fair tourism can be adopted to leisure programs in forests such as forest healing 

programs and trekking programs, and profits can be returned to the local communities.  

 

<Chemicals and Waste> 

It is obvious that the reinforcement of SAICM will globally minimize impacts of chemical 

materials. We agree with the Zero Draft, and would like to propose a few amendments. 

First, as the target timeline of SAICM of 2020 is coming soon, a responsible international 

organization shall be designated, and the need for substantial monitoring and assessment of 

the performance of each country shall be included in the draft, instead of making a 

declaration for reinforcement of SAICM. Second, a system which makes the countries 

implementing SAICM as a formality feel ashamed of it, and specific supports shall be 

developed for less capable countries. Third, to encourage the use of available alternative 

materials, the need to build an international partnership for development and sharing of the 

alternative materials database shall be highlighted. The existence of available alternative 

materials is a critical foundation for hazard-based restrictions and the prohibition of highly 

hazardous chemicals. To this end, developed countries shall conduct more research on 

alternative materials, and the information on alternative materials shall be shared on the 

Internet so that all countries, including developing countries, can reduce their use of highly 

hazardous chemical materials at the same time. Fourth, in order to protect humans and the 

environment from chemical materials, safety measures for green industry workers shall be 

reinforced, and the draft shall include the related provisions.  

For the safe management of hazardous wastes, the international convention, as a 

declaration, shall be tightened into a regulatory international agreement. The Basel 

Convention prohibited the international transportation of hazardous wastes, but hazardous 



wastes from developed countries are barcoded as wastes for recycling and exported to and 

processed in developing countries or the poorest countries, causing environmental pollution 

and threatening the health of local residents. There is no regulatory provision in an 

international convention applicable to exports of hazardous wastes barcoded products for 

recycling from developed countries to the poorest countries. Due to their lack of technology 

and finance, it is difficult for the poorest countries to properly manage hazardous wastes. 

Accordingly, we propose to reinforce the Basel Convention for management of hazardous 

wastes. Our proposals are as follows: 

First, the Basel Convention shall include the application of penalties to the international 

transportation of hazardous wastes. 

Second, the Basel Convention shall prohibit exports of electronic wastes barcoded as 

wastes for recycling.  

Third, developed countries shall support the poorest countries with advanced technology for 

hazardous wastes treatment. 

 

<Education> 

We have only two years until 2014, which marks the 10th anniversary of education on 

sustainable development of the United Nations, but education on sustainable development is 

still in its infancy. Education shall be transformed from education on the environment to 

education on sustainable development, but it still remains education on the environment. 

While education on the environment begins with the relationship between mankind and the 

natural environment and focuses on preservation and protection, education on sustainable 

development encompasses socio-cultural issues and socio-political issues such as justice, 

poverty, democracy and quality of life, as well as ideas related to development such as 

social changes and the evolving environment. Accordingly, the educational programs 

developed may vary according to the understandings of educational organizations on the 

concept of sustainable development. A clear definition shall be provided, educational 

modules shall be developed, and the education shall be included in the official educational 

curriculum.  

The key to the implementation of sustainable development is education on sustainable 

development. The integration of three axes for sustainable development, including the 

economy, society and environment, is possible only when education on sustainable 

development serves as the foundation. Detailed educational programs reflecting local 



conditions shall be developed, while expanding the educational system for sustainable 

development at the national level. 

 

<Gender Equality> 

The 20 principles of the Rio Declaration hold that women play a critical role in environmental 

management and development, and that the full participation of women is critical for 

sustainable development. However, the Zero Draft has not properly included the above 

perspective. Beyond the chapter on gender equality, every chapter and issue from the Zero 

Draft shall include the perspective of women on society, and clearly state that the 

development of women’s competency and the full participation of women is critical for 

achievements in the three axes of society, the economy and the environment. 

The part on gender equality, which consists of Chapters 102 to 104 of the Zero Draft, shall 

be rewritten. While Chapter 102 has particular significance as the first page of the part on 

gender equality, it considers gender equality and the roles of women in sustainable 

development from an economic perspective alone, and thus a full revision is required. We 

also urge that the comment from Chapter 103 saying “preventing women from fully 

participating in the economy and showing their potential as main actors in sustainable 

development” be replaced with “preventing women from showing their potential and 

competencies as main actors in sustainable development.” We also urge that Chapter 104 

include, in addition to UN Women’s activities, the commitment to full financial support for UN 

Women’s activities, and that the comment “activities to reinforce women’s competencies in 

terms of all competencies of life” be replaced with “activities for participation and 

competency development of women in all areas of life.” 

Since Rio+10, Korea has seen achievements in a few sectors related to gender equality. 

Most notably, activities related to the agenda of gender equality among Agenda 21 were 

meaningfully expanded. Despite the harsher realities being faced by agricultural 

communities including FTAs, the native variety protection movement and the native kitchen 

garden movement of female farmers have been gaining public attention. Women are also 

actively operating green consumption campaigns and alternative economic activities, mainly 

through local living cooperative associations. However, there have been no improvements in 

gender inequality in the economy and in decision-making and concentration of wealth, 

disturbing sustainability. The percentages of female participants in administrative 

organizations and governance are still low, and the government funds allocated to green 

growth and green job creation have been concentrated on industries based on advanced 



energy technology since 2008, serving as a barrier for women. Government-led green 

growth policies have neglected the diverse roles of women as producers, educators and 

entrepreneurs, which were highlighted in Agenda 21 or the Beijing Platform for Action, and 

defined women as only consumers, showing that an integration of the perspective on gender 

is required. The government is also required to make health policies for women that 

integrate environmental issues and are not limited to maternity health. Abolition of nuclear 

energy and promotion of alternative energy, the significance of which has grown since the 

accident occurred in Fukushima, as well as the bringing of peace are issues directly related 

to the survival of Korea and the basic premise of the sustainability of the Korean society. It is 

also critical to integrate the participation of women and the gender perspective to the policy-

making processes related to energy and peace.  

 

<Sustainable Consumption and Production> 

The UNCSD output shall recognize sustainable consumption and production as a key means 

of implementing the green economy. It was very meaningful that sustainable consumption 

was defined as an environmental code of conduct included in the transformation to 

sustainable consumption and production patterns by the 1992 Rio Declaration and the 2002 

WSSD, and that the Marrakesh process and the ten-year SCP plan were reviewed at the 

19th CSD in May 2011. If, despite these issues having been reviewed through the previous 

schemes, the UNCSD fails to select sustainable consumption and production as a means of 

transformation to the green economy for sustainable development and eradication of poverty, 

the UNCSD will remain an empty declaration, with no guarantee of implementation.  

Accordingly, the Rio+20 Committee of Korean Civil Society urges sustainable consumption 

and production be included in the key agendas of the UNCSD output. We also want the 

UNCSD to produce a powerful resolution so that action plans for sustainable consumption 

and production, which were planned through the Marrakesh process, can be selected and 

implemented. We fully agree that a low-carbon lifestyle by individual global citizens is a basic 

foundation for a sustainable world, and we promise to provide support and cooperate for the 

development of a standard for responsible life within the framework, for cooperation with the 

global civil society. 

 


