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Climate 
Crisis

• Real impacts

• Real people

• Real communities

• Climate Justice Now!



we the 
people

• Friends of the Earth 
International: 77 
autonomous grassroots 
groups working to 
transform the world

• KFEM is a vital and 
active member group

• Bottom up. Grassroots. 
Real issues…real 
struggles…real 
solutions…



Climate change 
a major issue 

– Kyoto Versus 
Copenhagen

– Multiple impacts 
on Africa

– Carbon offsets & 
continued 
pollutions

– REDD and new 
challenges



false 
solutions

– Confronting 
land grabs in 
Africa and 
biofuels 
expansion



Nigeria:
The Federal Republic of Nigeria is located on the coast of western 
Africa and has an area of 923,768 square km. The countries that 
share boundaries with Nigeria are: to the north, Niger Republic, on 
the east Chad and Cameroon and the on the west Benin Republic. 
The southern boundary is taken up by the Gulf of Guinea. Nigeria 
is Africa's most populous country. 



Nigeria before Oil

• By 1950, the Nigerian economy was 
dominated by agriculture. That sector 
contributed 72% of the total national Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP). At that time, mining 
and crude oil contributed a mere 1.1% of the 
GDP. By 1960 the figures were 66% from 
Agriculture and 1.2% from mining and crude 
oil. In 1970 crude oil was contributing 7.5% of 
the GDP. The ratio has shifted dramatically 
over the decades and by 2006 the contribution 
of crude oil to the GDP stood at 61.2% 



Oil always makes good its threats

• Announcement of 
oil find in any 

territory is 
comparable to the 
declaration of war 

against the territory

February 17, 2008 
marked 50 years of oil 
extraction in Nigeria. 
In 2007 alone, Nigeria 
earned a total of 
US$55 billion. This 
ranked Nigeria at 
number 4 in terms of 
earnings 
among members of the 
Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) for 
2007 



Expanding zone



Africa: United by Pipes

• West & Central Africa
– West African Gas Pipeline: Nigeria, Benin, Togo and 

Ghana

– Chad-Cameroon pipeline 

– Pipeline from Cote D’Ivoire to Ghana 

• East Africa
– Sudan-Red Sea oil pipeline 

– Kenyan-Uganda pipeline

– Uganda-Tanzania to supply Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and 
Congo DR

– Kenya-Tanzania oil pipeline

• Southern Africa
– Zimbabwe-Mozambique

– Tanzania-Zambia oil pipeline

– Namibia-South Africa gas pipeline

– Mozambique-South Africa gas pipeline

• North Africa
– Egypt- Libya oil pipeline

– Egypt-Jordan gas pipeline

– Algeria-Tunisia-Italy gas pipeline

– Algeria-Morocco-Spain-Portugal gas pipeline



Reserves: accurate estimates?

• Nigeria’s crude oil 
reserve is put at 36 
billion barrels while 
there is an 
estimated reserve of 
100 -170 trillion 
cubic feet of natural 
gas. 

• Who really knows?



The highways of Oil…paved with 
pipes



Streets of Pipes and Spills



Crude Resource
• Africa is very rich in natural resources but the 

continent has paid a horrendous price for this 
wealth. In the past decade horrible wars in 
Angola, Sierra Leone, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Sudan and Liberia  are 
known to have been fuelled by fighting for 
control over resources such as diamonds, 
timber, gold, minerals and oil.



New Oil

• Ghana

• Uganda

• All along the Rift 
Valley, East Africa



•About 23 billion cubic metres of 
natural gas is flared annually in 
Nigeria.
•This means a loss of over $2.5 
billion revenue annually.
•Estimates have it that 68% of all 
associated gas is flared.
•This represents 12.5% of all 
globally flared gas 

Note:

•Gas flaring has been illegal in 
Nigeria since 1984
•The gas being flared can meet 
75% of the energy needs of 
subtropical Africa, excluding SA
• Estimated $3 bn needed to end 
flaring.
•Shell made a profit of $31.4 bn in 
2008.
•They claim lack of funds to end 
the criminal activity

Economic waste
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Geographical Distribution of 6 Oil Majors



• The oil industry is arguably the most polluting
industry in the world today. In Nigeria, a total of 764
incidents of oil spills were reported in the period of
2006-2007. Nigerian Agip Oil Company, NAOC,
topped the chart with 264 incidents and 22,095.62
barrels spilled into the environment. ExxonMobil
reportedly spilled crude oil in 257 incidents and
544.75 barrels while Chevron came in third with 125
spills. Shell recorded 78 spills in the same period.

Spilling & 
spinning 



Destruction

• The oil industry is arguably the
most polluting industry in the
world today. In Nigeria, a total of
764 incidents of oil spills were
reported in the period of 2006-
2007. Nigerian Agip Oil
Company, NAOC, topped the
chart with 264 incidents and
22,095.62 barrels spilled into the
environment. ExxonMobil
reportedly spilled crude oil in 257
incidents and 544.75 barrels
while Chevron came in third with
125 spills. Shell recorded 78
spills in the same period.

• The number of incidents 
may not give an indication 
of the volume spilled. 

• An off-shore incident 
involving Chevron in 1980 
dumped 400,000 barrels of 
crude oil into the Gulf of 
Guinea. 

• In another major incident, 
a tank failure at Shell‟s 
Forcados terminal 
released 580,000 barrels of 
crude oil into the 
environment



Environmental 
Impacts: Drilling

• Drilling Muds – All use heavy metals
– Oil Base – Very toxic, most countries no longer use these

– Synthetic Base – Better than oil based, but still toxic, and many these are considered 
company secrets, so their toxicity has not been determined

– Water Base – Better than synthetic, but they still use barite which can contribute 
significant mercury to production wastes

• ‘Drill Cuttings’ – sediment brought up from the well
– One exploration well can produce up to 4,000 tons of cuttings

– One production well can produce up to 22,000 tons of cuttings

– The majority of these are dumped in the area surrounding the well

• Produced Water and Waste Oil
– These have many toxins and are generally dumped in waste pits on land

• Blowouts during drilling
– These are most common under complicated operations, like ultra-deep water



Acid rain brew: emissions of sulphur dioxide 
(SO2) + nitrogen oxides (NOx), combine 

with atmospheric moisture to form sulfuric 
acid and nitric acid 

• Gas flares 
release Green 
House Gases

• Acid Rain

• Climate Crisis 

Climatic & other Changes



The ‘impeccable’ 
neocolonial logic of 

the waste trade 
DATE: December 12, 1991
TO: Distribution
FR: Lawrence H. Summers

... I think the economic logic 
behind dumping a load of toxic 
waste in the lowest wage country 
is impeccable and we should face 
up to that… I've always thought 
that under-populated countries in 
Africa are vastly UNDER-polluted.
(full memo at www.whirledbank.org)



Multinational corporate profits
as a percentage of firm equity

Source: UN Conference on Trade and Development (2007), World Investment Report 2007, Geneva.

Extractive 
industries



Joan Martinez-Alier: “The notion of an Ecological 

Debt is not particularly radical. Think of the 

environmental liabilities incurred by firms (under the 

United States Superfund legislation), or of the 

engineering field called „restoration ecology‟, or the 

proposals by the Swedish government in the early 

1990s to calculate the country‟s environmental 

debt.” 

The Ecological Debt: Leave the Oil in the 
Soil



The Ecological Debt: Leave the Oil in the 
Soil



Environmental Defence

• Build Community Defence Committees…

• No More Oil blocks!



Every African shall have a 
right to a safe and generally 
satisfactory environment in 

which to develop
-Article 24, Africa Charter on Human 

and Peoples Rights

www.foei.org

www.eraction.org

www.oilwatch.org

http://www.eraction.org/
http://www.eraction.org/
http://www.eraction.org
http://www.oilwatch.org

