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BENCHMARKING PERFORMANCE CRITERIA 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL POLICY 
Douglas Shire Council is developing a Sustainability Strategy, which is focused on environmental and 
social policy.  This written commitment aims to address sustainability issues in the Shire. The Strategy 
provides the framework for Douglas Shire Sustainable Futures, which is the umbrella for a suite of projects 
designed to improve the economic, social and environmental performance within the Douglas Shire. 
 
ENERGY 

 
Douglas Shire Council’s consumption 
of electricity per capita is well below 
the national average, and exceeds 
GREEN GLOBE Best Practice Level. 

 
Douglas Shire Council has attempted to minimize 
the overall consumption of energy for the Shire  
whilst promoting greater use of renewable energy  
resources through the highlighting the  
following initiatives: 
 
 

• A Domestic Remote Area Power Scheme (DRAPS) subsidy for residents unable to access mains 
electricity.  These systems consist of Photovoltaic panels, batteries and a back up diesel generator. 

• Residents are being given incentives to introduce solar hot water systems through rebate grants.  
These systems contribute around 40% of the average domestic energy consumption. 

• It is estimated that 367 350 kWh of electricity used North of the Daintree River within Douglas 
Shire is created from renewable sources of energy. (Source: Daintree Futures Study, 2000 cited in 
Report on Douglas Shire Baseline Data, August 2001) 

• Further incentives for energy efficient buildings are due to be introduced into the new planning 
scheme being prepared for the Shire. 

• The Mossman Central Sugar Mill produces renewable energy as a byproduct of the cane crushing 
process, and 326 mWh was exported to the national grid during the 2000 crushing season. 

 

WATER CONSUMPTION 
 

 
Douglas Shire Council is rated 
above Best Practice Level in their 
water consumption. 

• Ultra-filtration systems are planned for the  
Mossman Gorge Community, Whyanbeel Weir  
and Daintree Reservoir and are expected to be in  
operation by June 2002.  Drinking water quality is  
likely to be significantly improved once these are  
operational. 

• Douglas Shire Council requires all new rural  
residential properties to install 20,000 litre rainwater  
tanks to ensure self-sufficiency in drinking water. 

• Further work is being undertaken by Council to enhance its potable water management. 
 
WATERWAYS QUALITY 
 

• This indicator includes the quality of Surface water, groundwater and aquatic habitats (including 
the sea) in the Douglas Shire.  The Douglas Shire Council acknowledges the need for an integrated 
and reliable long-term water quality monitoring program and ongoing improvements to water 
management. 

• 84% of water related tests passed relevant guidelines in the Douglas Shire.   
• The Douglas Shire Council is developing a Soil and Stormwater quality manual, which will 

promote best practice soil and water quality management for development sites and construction 
activities, to improve sedimentation and runoff from these sites. 



 
 

 
The University of Queensland and the Centre for Integrated Environmental 
Protection at Griffith University (sponsored by CRC for Sustainable 
Tourism) are conducting a research pilot project at the Port Douglas 
sewerage treatment plant into tertiary treatment of saline wastewater. The 
ability to treat marine sewerage is an Australian first and is world best 
environmental practice.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SOLID AND LIQUID WASTE 
 

 
Douglas Shire Council recycles effluent 
from Port Douglas Sewerage Plant to 
irrigate two golf courses in the town. 
This reuse figure is one of the highest in 
Australia  

• Douglas Shire Council actively encourages 
a reduction in the quantity of solid wastes  
being generated through approaches such as:  
avoiding excess packaging, reuse packaging  
where possible, recycling waste where possible  
and committing waste to landfill only as a last  
resort. 

 
• An integrated waste management project coming into operation in 2002 will provide best practice 

waste management and aims to reduce landfill by up to 65%. 
• Drummaster is another federal initiative Douglas Shire Council has become involved in which 

encourages the recycling of agricultural chemical containers and bulk buying of chemicals.  At 
present Douglas Shire Council offers recycling of oil, tyres, and grease trap waste. 

• Douglas Shire Council recycles effluent from Port Douglas Sewerage plant to irrigate local golf 

courses. 

 
The air quality in the Douglas 
Shire Council exceeds GREEN 
GLOBE Best Practice Levels. 

 
AIR QUALITY AND NOISE CONTROL 

 
• Douglas Shire Council involvement in the  

Cities for Climate Protection (CCP) programme  
which measures energy consumption and Greenhouse Gas emissions for the DSC and the broader 
Shire community. This programme also bases itself on continual improvement. 

• The Shire’s aims to lower Greenhouse Gas emissions through their sustainable farming practices, 
including cutting cane green rather than burning off. 

• As a part of the Greenhouse Gas Abatement Project, 3000 hectares of planting within the Shire is 
required for carbon sequestration.  This aspect is likely to be a significant and positive indicator 
for the Shire in the future. 

• A proposal to fit cane mill stacks with scrubbers is expected to reduce emissions from the mill by 
up to 90% 

 
RESOURCE CONSERVATION 
 

• Douglas Shire Council encourages best practice resource conservation measures and internal 
cultural change towards greater eco-efficiency.  Douglas Shire Council has adopted practices that 
demonstrate best practice, such as: electronic minutes and agendas for meetings, use of internal 
email instead of paper message pads, encouraging employees to avoid unnecessary printing and to 
reuse old documents for scrap paper. 

 

 



SOCIAL COMMITMENT 
 

• Douglas Shire Council acknowledges the economic effects of tourism on the local economy and 
therefore emphasis is placed on the support of local goods and services ensuring the economic 
benefits remain within the local region and benefit the local region. 

 
BIODIVERSITY 

12% of the Travel and Tourism Operators in 
the Douglas Shire Council have 
environmental performance accreditation. 
Generally, 10% participation is regarded as 
an excellent outcome.  Additionally, Douglas 
Shire contains 6.5% of all Australian 
accredited eco-tourism operators. 

 

• There are currently 47 conservation  
agreements with landowners in the  
Douglas Shire, which ensure that the  
property is managed to provide habitat  
in high value bio-diversity areas. 

• Vegetation management laws and tree  
Planting buyback schemes have seen a net 
gain of 5 ha of conserved lands and 19,000 trees. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
78% of the land within the Douglas Shire region is 
protected which exceeds the national average and is well 
above GREEN GLOBE Best Practice Level. 

 
GREEN GLOBE SUPPLEMENTARY INDICATORS FOR DOUGLAS SHIRE 

COUNCIL 
 
RENEWABLE ENERGY CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION 
 

• The Douglas Shire Council, along with its residents and corporations, acknowledges the benefits 
of renewable energy production and aim to develop and maintain use of these alternative energy 
systems within the Shire 

 
SOUTHERN CASSOWARY CONSERVATION 
 

• Southern Cassowary Conservation has been identified as a Community Specified Indictor for the 
Douglas Shire.  The Douglas Shire is committed to protection and conservation of the Cassowary 
through initiatives such as risk identification and management strategies in order to overcome 
threats posed by human encroachment and feral animals.  Douglas Shire Council is pro-active, 
along with other local organizations and groups, to preserve the Cassowary population.  Some of 
these actions include: installation of interpretative signage, speed bumps and rumble strips to 
prevent fatalities; developing measures to prevent domestic and feral animals introducing disease 
into the population.  

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 

 Community Name: Douglas Shire Council 
 Trading Name: N/A 
 Location: PO Box 357, MOSSMAN, QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA, 4873 
 Telephone:  +(07) 4098 2599 
 Fax: +  (07) 4098 2902 
 Website: N/A 
 Contact: Mr Terry Melchert (Chief Executive Officer) 
 Email: Douglas@dsc.qld.gov.au 
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